
 
Within two years, and without new revenue, we will need 
to make significant budget reductions resulting in higher 
class sizes and reduced program opportunities. Our 
financial challenges are due to a number of factors:

We are working to avoid reductions. Throughout our 
process, including a community survey, community task 
force and community meetings, we heard you talking 
about what a great school district we have, but that isn’t 
enough. 

Referendum info at:  www.nls.k12.mn.us/referendum2020

•

•

•

FAST FACTS
2020 REFERENDUM GUIDE  VOTE NOVEMBER 3

We are still struggling to provide 21st-century education opportunities, 
including adequate student technology and teacher training, well into the 
20th year of the 21st century.

Our fund balance (savings account) is much lower than it should be, exposing 
us to risks associated with unforeseen expenses (like from COVID-19).

Costs are increasing at a rate greater than revenues. 

• State revenues are not keeping pace with in�ation
• Increasing costs in special education and other areas
• The state average for a voter-approved levy is $846 
   per pupil; ours is $0
• Higher than average interest costs due to short-term 
   borrowing to cover cash �ow

Source: MDE August 2019 Inflation Estimates
*Formula allowance adjusted for pupil/weight change 

STATE REVENUE INCREASES DO NOT KEEP PACE WITH INFLATION
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NLS has a proud tradition of success. We are known around the state as an 
excellent choice for academics as well as for the arts and athletics. We owe 
much of our success to our proactive community members and alumni, many of 
whom stay or return to our community to work and raise their families. Perhaps 
that’s why our enrollment is up 100 students since 2015.

WHY NOW?

Significant Budget Reductions are on the Horizon

COMMUNITY MEETINGS
Learn more about the referendum:

Sept. 21 | 6:00 pm, Dethlefs Center, Spicer 

Sept. 24 | 6:00 pm, Zoom video conference

Oct. 20 | 6:00 pm, Peace Lutheran Church, 
                               New London
Oct. 22 | 6:00 pm, Zoom video conference

More info at www.nls.k12.mn.us

If state aid kept pace with inflation, we'd 
receive $639 more per student this year



Where and When Do I Vote?
Vote Tuesday, November 3,  Polls are open 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Early voting is from September 18 - November 2.

 A Tiered Levy to Support Our 5-Pronged Approach 
WHAT IS THE PLAN?

After receiving input from a community task force and two large community meetings, we’re 
asking voters to consider an operating levy referendum that increases revenue to address our 
challenges. We heard you loud and clear that the current economy is too uncertain to ask for all 
that we need right away. That’s why we’re proposing a tiered levy that spreads the tax impact 
over time while addressing our financial situation head-on.

Unlike most school districts in Minnesota, our district does not have a voter-approved 
operating levy. A voter-approved levy would increase our revenues and allow us to 
continue to choose excellence for our students. The school board unanimously 
approved a tiered-levy request that spreads out the impact with gradual increases every 
three years over a 10-year period. The levy would increase from $0 per student to:

What is a Tiered Levy? It’s a Gradual Tax Phased-in Over Time. 

$441.35 per student 

$882.70 per student

$1,176.90 per student

New London-Spicer receives $0 per student in local property tax from voter-approved 
levies. Six of the eight other districts in our area do. The state average operating levy 
is $846 per pupil. For the first phase of the tiered levy, we will still rank behind four of 
eight local districts, and several are already planning to ask for levy increases in 
the coming years.

How do we stack up compared to our neighbors? 

HOW THE MONEY WILL BE SPENT: Our Five-Pronged Approach

1. Maintain existing programming and class sizes. 
2. Create instructional and professional practice improvements. 
3. Continue to improve and create organizational efficiencies. 
4. Advance technology, innovation, and security. 
5. Secure our financial future.

Examples of tax impact on properties of three values are to the right, and a tax 
calculator is available on our website. The tax impact is the same for residential, 
commercial/industrial, and homestead farm properties. Agricultural property will pay 
taxes for the proposed referendum based only on the value of the house, garage and 
one acre.

Home Value   

$150,000     +$9.08      + $9.08              + $6.08

$200,000     + $12.08    + $12.08            + $8.08

$250,000     + $15.08    + $15.08  + $10.08      

month 
on a 

$200,000 home

$12/

Years 1 – 3       Years 4 – 6       Years 7 - 10

Visit the district website for your polling place information.
REGISTER: online at sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Visit: www.nls.k12.mn.us/referendum2020
https://www.facebook.com/New-London-Spicer-School-District-345-693546043993736
Contact: Superintendent Bill Adams 320.354.2252 Ext. 2101
or AdamsW@nls.k12.mn.us
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DID YOU KNOW?
We pay $0 in per pupil funding. The state average is $846.

COMPARISON OF VOTER 
APPROVED REFERENDUM

AUTHORITY PER STUDENT UNIT FY 20

ESTIMATED MONTHLY TAX IMPACT ON THREE HOME VALUES

WHAT WILL IT COST ME? 

The district’s plan for a successful future is a five-pronged approach that 
depends on new revenue from this proposed operating levy. 
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An operating levy is for running 
educational programs and goes to
the district’s general fund (savings 
account). Bond levies are for new 
construction, updates to existing 
facilities, and other additions
to school properties.

LEVIES ARE FOR LEARNING
BONDS ARE FOR BUILDINGS

DID YOU KNOW? 
The stadium and performing arts 

center were paid for through separate 
funding sources.

The November 2015 bond levy paid 
for the new performing arts center as 

well as other much-needed school 
building improvements. The stadium, 
running track and synthetic turf field 

were paid for through a lease levy 
designated for educational space 

improvements. For more details see 
our website.

Prepared and paid for by Independent School District No. 345 (NEW LONDON-SPICER SCHOOL DISTRICT) 101 4th Ave SW New London, MN 56273

The New London-Spicer School District 
has continuously monitored its finances 
and adjusted budgets as necessary. The 
district has made $700,000 in budget 

reductions and cost savings since 2010 
and $2.2 million since 2005.


